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8th Grade Orchestra

Lesson: 4/14/20

Objective/Learning Target:
“I can identify rhythmic meter” 



Warm-Up



.

Let’s practice what we did 
yesterday!



We are going to practice taking our 
first finger on the D-String and sliding 

from E to G!
Violin/Viola Cello Bass

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1-_Cg40nDfoOB4H3yVFwYx8LcBhkvfc_d/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1-_Cg40nDfoOB4H3yVFwYx8LcBhkvfc_d/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1kmlVE22VVGqRgrREc5XRdwwWaYWgIVX6/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1kmlVE22VVGqRgrREc5XRdwwWaYWgIVX6/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Y9wNDhKhMExlUqEZ9Ci1qCh-trLWsls4/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Y9wNDhKhMExlUqEZ9Ci1qCh-trLWsls4/preview


.

Today we will add our 
third finger!

Your hand should look like this…
Violin/Viola

Cello
(bass issues are on the next slide)  



.

Basses are shifting to 
4th position!



Practice Exercises
 Beginner Intermediate Advanced

Violin Click Here Click Here Click Here

Viola Click Here Click Here Click Here

Cello Click Here Click Here Click Here

Bass Click Here Click Here Click Here

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Am9mYNixFGtmgJj3lHJpfTcM3wO9zjxuCtkx5sxnSeA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tt4J3swqqFwPxgA5spO3o9yjVnMymKlGKejRlIB25CQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/13eJzwEaeuq4vlj0V071oZlLDPwp4EAkqzTJ_oshMX_8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1NA47BbWnZyZhym-t2qntnmGEDASfkJ2333u1ofEUHVI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1e2tUi01GgF7nRWcnI690thMlUuz8R1V3pNBLmTFELaw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16B7Cm5ReeeS8V9BEWbc_WYZbRBZu3Mr7bq7hBo1Km74/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eXPS8jNQnVvTfBCFaPBWNC1VlGu4e9FPRAo3i-vhPkI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1V76doH-s7yNgFUJ6nw_G5sxqsSiPmyn4zbDf2gdCgXQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/13drRZP_HJaLf8vHX67W43lf6xtLrD17JNGsWIy5ZTJw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15zt-P063JFXzHPWW2JKmqZ9RXPUmTjeD_v7UUKq29SY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vqflJSDKOAuLZGf-WEpT1gy-csgtokNIcLVm2buFIUw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1k-PQSITgBJ-dk7AV2WuzMHpaR04tfrB6ucjq7KsjifE/edit?usp=sharing


Lesson



Rhythmic meter
Patterns of strong and weak beats 



Counting Review 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Bt1BF1PC2k


Time Signatures and Meter 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1v_shUWEAmJYLtVBuPVLBrJBC4XWkTrr_/preview


Duple Meter = 1 2 1 2 1 2 

Triple Meter = 1 2 3 1 2 3 

Quadruple Meter = 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
 

Simple Meter

      The red beats 
are the STRONG 

beats! 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1W18FzZMc-CsbA7yjVUQfuk_tycMyGW1v/preview


6/8 = 1 2 3 4 5 6 
(This is Duple meter because it is 2 groups of 3) 

9/8 = 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
(This is Triple meter because it is 3 groups of 3) 

Compound meter 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1skK8usV-Saiyb2fAdxgfd17KogmpqC0n/preview


7/8 = 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7  OR   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

5/4 = 
1 2 3 4 5  OR  1 2 3 4 5 

Asymmetrical (Or “Irregular”) 
meter 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1feX71xEuT0_Vcct55qL4E-8XIFwkWuI4/preview


The “Rite of Spring” by Stravinsky 
is a perfect example of needing to 
interpret changing time 
signatures and understand where 
the strong beats are in the 
measure! Listen and see if you can 
“Clap-a-Long”! (Good luck) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1Frm9LrnfE


Try Composing Your Own Rhythm! 

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Rhythm/

Do you know what the meter is? Where are your strong 
beats? (Look at the vertical lines)

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Rhythm/


Review



Meter Identification 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BSoAFMMgmzY


Additional
Materials



This website explains different kinds of meter AND has listening examples to help you identify 
different meters!! 
http://openmusictheory.com/meter.html

This website lets you practice! I would suggest checking one box at a time to try the exercises, then 
choose one you are able to accomplish. Some of these are tricky! 
https://utheory.com/app/skills/practice/start/rhythm_math

More videos explaining meter and time signatures 
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/music/music-basics2

http://openmusictheory.com/meter.html
https://utheory.com/app/skills/practice/start/rhythm_math
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/music/music-basics2


Self-Assessment



Listen to one of your favorite songs! Any 
genre! 

Do you know what meter it is in? Listen for 
the strong beats. (Pro tip: Dancing along 
helps you find the beat!) 


